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1. Quoted in Benny Morris, 1948: A History of the First Arab-Israeli War (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press,
2008), 123.

2.125-123 juuaadl uis

3. Throughout the book we use the term Palestinians as it is commonly known and used today, for
convenience’s sake. However, since through- out the 1940s and 1950s the term was not commonly used to
refer to the Arabs of the land, when required in a specific historical context, or in the quotes of people and
documents from that period, Palestinians are still referred to as Arabs, Arab refugees, or Palestine refugees.
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4. League of Nations Mandate for Palestine (London: His Majesty’s Stationery Office, 1922). Britain
decided in 1921 to create a separate entity, called Transjordan, which stretched east of the river Jordan to
satisfy Arab demands. Thus, the entire area west of the river Jordan was supposed to serve as the Jewish
national home. See, for example, Gideon Biger, The Boundaries of Modern Palestine, 1840-1947 (New York:
Routledge, 2004), 174-179.
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5. See, for example, Memorandum Submitted by the Arab Higher Committee to the Permanent Mandates
Commission and the Secretary of State for the Colonies Dated July 23rd 1937 (Zug: Inter Documentation,
1977); The Palestine Arab Case—A Statement by the Arab Higher Committee (Cairo: Costa Tsoumas, 1947);
Palestine: The Solution—The Arab Proposals and the Case on which They Rest (Washington, DC: The Arab
Office, 1947); see also Yezid Sayigh, Armed Struggle and the Search for State: The Palestinian National
Movement, 1949-1993 (New York: Ox- ford University Press, 1997), 4-10; Mustafa Kabha, “The Palestinians
and the Partition Plan,” in 60 Years to the November 29th 1947 Resolution (Jerusalem: Metzilah, 2009), 60—68
[Hebrew]; Nazir Majali, “The Position of the Arab Representation on the Partition Plan: Crime and
Punishment,” in 60 Years to the November 29th 1947 Resolution (Jerusalem: Metzilah, 2009), 69-75 [Hebrew];
Joseph Nevo, “The Attitude of the Palestine Arabs to the Jewish Yishuv and Zionist Movement,” in Zionism and
the Arab Question (Jerusalem: Zalman Shazar Centre, 1996), 163—172 [Hebrew]; Benny Morris, Righteous
Victims: A History of the Zionist-Arab Conflict, 1881-1999 (New York: Knopf, 1999), 56-66, 88—106.
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6. “Palestine Conference (Government Policy),” House of Commons De- bate, vol. 433, (February 18, 1947),

cc985—994,

7. For the special committee’s recommendations, see UNGAOR, Second Session, Supplement no. 11, “United
Nations Special Committee on Palestine: Report to the General Assembly,” A/364 (September 3, 1947); for the
UN resolution itself, see UNGAOR 181 (ll) “Future Government of Palestine,” A/RES/181(ll) (November 29,
1947).
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8. UNGAOR, Second Session, Supplement no. 11, “United Nations Special Committee on Palestine: Report to
the General Assembly,” A/364 (September 3, 1947), chap. 6, part |, para. 1.
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9. And indeed, from May 1948 to December of that year, some 102,000 Jews immigrated to Israel, most of
them from the camps in Europe and Cyprus. In 1949, some 240,000 Jews immigrated to Israel, including entire
Jewish communities who fled Libya and Yemen. By 1951, the number of Jews in Israel was doubled. See Uziel
Schmeltz, “The Mass Em- migration from Asia and North Africa to Israel: Demographic Aspects,” Pe’amim 39
(1989): 15-63 [Hebrew]. See also Morris, 1948, 53, 63—-65.
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10. Morris, 1948, 65; Uri Milstein, “29 November, B: Bribery and Elections,” http://www.uri-
milstein.com/product-107.html [Hebrew]; Azriel Carlebach, The Book of Resurrection (Tel Aviv: Maariv, 1967),
10 [Hebrew].

11. David Ben-Gurion, War Diaries, March 12, 1947 (Tel Aviv: Ministry of Defense, 1982), vol. 1, 20 [Hebrew].
12. Palestine Royal Commission Report (London: His Majesty’s Stationery Office, 1937); Memorandum
Submitted by the Arab Higher Committee to the Permanent Mandates Commission and the Secretary of State

for the Colonies Dated July 23rd 1937 (Zug: Inter Documentation, 1977).
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13. See, for example, “Address by Mr Emil Ghoury (member of the Arab Higher Committee) to the final session
of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry, 25 March 1946,” in Ruth Gavison, ed., The Two-State Solution:
The UN Partition Resolution of Mandatory Palestine, Analysis and Sources (New York: Bloomsbury, 2013), 97.
14. Bernard Lewis, The Jews of Islam (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1984), 3—66.

15. Aharon Cohen, Israel and the Arab World (London: W. H. Allen, 1970), 402.

16. Morris, 1948, 26, 42.

17. Ibid., 50. — 50 o uasl! uis

18. Quoted in Abba Eban, Personal Witness—Israel Through My Eyes (New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1992),
110.

19. Elad Ben-Dror, “Ralph Bunche and the Establishment of Israel,” Israel Affairs 14, no. 3 (2008): 519-537;
United Nations General Assembly, “United Nations Palestine Commission: First Special Report to the Security
Council—The Problem of Security in Palestine,” A/AC.21/9 (February 16, 1948).

20. Quoted in Morris, 1948, 77.

21. Ibid.; Jacob Tovy, Israel and the Palestinian Refugee Issue: The Formulation of Policy, 1948—1956 (London:
Routledge, 2014); Yoav Gelber, Revival and Nakba (Tel Aviv: Dvir, 2004) [Hebrew]; Mordechai Lahav, Fifty Years
of Palestinian Refugees (Haifa: Beit Alim, 2000) [Hebrew]; see also Efraim Karsh, Palestine Betrayed (New

Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2010).

22. Benny Morris, “The Creation of the Refugee Issue: Historical Back- ground,” in The Palestinian Refugees
and the Right of Return, ed. Rafi Nets (Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv University, 2004), 7-12 [Hebrew].

23. Morris, 1948, 111-115.

24. lbid., 113-115; Ahron Bregman, Israel’s Wars, 1947-1993 (New York: Routledge, 2000), 12. yduaoll juis
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25. Morris, 1948, 115-121.

26. Shoshana Stiftel, ed., Plan “D”: The First Strategic Plan in the Independence War (Tel Aviv: Ministry of
Defense, 2008), 37—-45 [Hebrew].

27. Plan Aleph (“A”) was prepared in September 1941, Plan Bet (“B”) in September 1945, and Plan Gimel (“C")
in May 1946. On these plans, see Stiftel, Plan “D,” 9, 13—-15, 27-36; see also Morris, 1948, 115-121. For the
recommendations of the Peel Commission, see Palestine Royal Commission Report (London: His Majesty’s
Stationery Office, 1937), 380—393.

28. On the Arab Revolt of 1936-1939, see, for example, Morris, Righteous Victims, 128-135. On the Jewish
response to the revolt and the evolution of the attitude toward the Arab population of the Mandate, see Ibid.,
135-137; Anita Shapira, Land and Power: The Zionist Resort to Force, 1881-1948 (Stanford, CA: Stanford
University Press, 1992), 221- 234; Shabtai Teveth, Ben-Gurion and the Palestinian Arabs: From Peace to War
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1985).

29. Stiftel, Plan “D,” 292-331.

30. Walid Khalidi, “Plan Dalet: Master Plan for the Conquest of Palestine,” Journal of Palestine Studies 18, no. 1
(1988): 4-33; llan Pappé, The Making of the Arab-Israeli Conflict, 1947-1951 (London: I. B. Tauris, 1992), 89—
96.

31. The English translation of the plan appears in Khalidi, “Plan Dalet,” 24-33.
32. Yoram Kaniuk, 1948 (NYRB Lit, 2012), loc. 1372. Kindle.

33. Quoted in Dov Knohl, ed., The Battle of the Etzion Bloc (Israel: Youth and Hehalutz Department, World
Zionist Organization, 1957), 145 [Hebrew].

34. Morris, 1948, 128-129; “How the Hadassah Convoy was Destroyed,” Davar (April 3, 1949) [Hebrew].
35. Quoted in Knohl, The Battle of the Etzion Bloc, 477.

36. John Roy Carlson, Cairo to Damascus (New York: Knopf, 1951), 172.

37. Morris, “The Creation of the Refugee Issue,” 7-12; Tovy, Israel and the Palestinian Refugee Issue, 3-9.

38. Estimates for the number of refugees ranged from 500,000, claimed by Israel, to a million, claimed by Arab
officials. In July 1949, Israel told the Conciliation Commission that there are roughly 520,000 refugees; see, for
example, Comay to PCC Technical Committee on Refugees, July 24, 1949, quoted in Morris, The Birth, 602. The
British, in February 1949, thought that there were 810,000 refugees; see McNeil response to question by
Brigadier Rayner, Feb. 16, 1949, quoted in Ibid. The British Foreign Office concluded in September 1949 that
the number of refugees was between 600,000 and 760,000; see Foreign Office to UK Delegation UN (New
York), Sep. 2, 1949, quoted in Benny Morris, The Birth of the Palestinian Refugee Problem Revisited
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004), 603.
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39. “First Interim Report of the United Nations Economic Survey Mission for the Middle East,” Section (A),
Number of Refugees, A/1106 (November 16, 1949).

40. Morris, The Birth of the Palestinian Refugee Problem Revisited, 570-571; Tovy, Israel and the Palestinian
Refugee Issue, 7-9; Efraim Karsh, “How Many Palestinian Arab Refugees Were There?” Israel Affairs 17, no. 2
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(April 2011), 224-246; “Facts and Figures about the Palestinians,” Information Paper no. 1, Center for Policy
Analysis on Palestine (1992), 13.

41. United Nations General Assembly, Interim Report of the Director of the United Nations Relief and Work
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, A/1451/Rev.1 (October 6, 1950): Supplement no. 19, para. 13.

42. See “Report of the Secretary-General Concerning United Nations Relief for Palestine Refugees,” October
24,1950, A/1452, quoted in Ed- ward H. Buehrig, The UN and the Palestinian Refugees—A Study in Non-

Territorial Administration (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1971), 31.

43, “First Interim Report of the United Nations Economic Survey Mission for the Middle East” (November 16,
1949), A/1106, Table B, “Estimate of Number of Arab Refugees from Israeli-Held Territory.”

44, Don Peretz, “Who Is a Refugee?” Palestine-Israel Journal 2, no. 4 (1995).

45. James G. McDonald, My Mission in Israel, 1948—1951 (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1951), 176; Morris,
The Birth of the Palestinian Refugee Problem, 1947-1949, 119, 185.

46. Quoted in Morris, 1948, 410.
47. Israel’s Declaration of Independence, available at: https://www.knesset

.gov.il/docs/eng/megilat_eng.htm; see also Arab Society in Israel: Information Portfolio (Neve llan: Abraham
Fund, 2009), 4 [Hebrew], https:// www.abrahamfund.org/webfiles/fck/Ogdan%20Final.pdf.

48. Morris, 1948, 125-128; Eliezer Tauber, Deir Yassin: The End of the Myth
(Israel: Kinneret Zmora-Bitan Dvir Publishing, 2017) [Hebrew].
49. Morris, 1948, 154; Shmuel Segev, ed., In Enemy Eyes (Tel Aviv: Ma’arachot, 1954), 34 [Hebrew].

50. See David Barnett and Efraim Karsh, “Azzam’s Genocidal Threat,” Middle East Quarterly 18, no. 4 (Fall
2011): 85-88.

51. Quoted in Samuel Segev, Behind the Screen: The Iraqi Parliamentary Committee on the War against Israel
(Tel Aviv: Ma’arachot, 1954), 77 [Hebrew].

52. Quoted in Morris, 1948, 408.
53 Ibid., 408—410. juuasll Huis
54. Quoted in Morris, The Birth of the Palestinian Refugee Problem, 1947— 1949, 451.

55. Yossi Katz, “Transfer of Population as a Solution to International Disputes: Population Exchanges Between
Greece and Turkey as a Model for Plans to Solve the Jewish-Arab Dispute in Palestine During the 1930s,”
Political Geography 11, no. 1 (January 1992): 55—-72; Yaffa Zilbershats and Nimra Goren-Amitai, The Return of
Palestinian Refugees to the State of Israel (Jerusalem: Metzilah Center, 2011), 78—79.

56. Anne Applebaum, Iron Curtain: The Crushing of Eastern Europe, 1944-1956 (New York: Anchor Books,
2013), 116-147; see also Guido Ambroso, “The End of History? Conflict, Displacement and Durable Solutions in
the Post-Cold War Era,” Research Paper 207 (Geneva: UNHCR, 2011), 2.

57. Giles MacDonogh, After the Reich: The Brutal History of the Allied Occupation (New York: Basic Books,
2007), 154. For other accounts of the ethnic cleansing of Germans after WW I, see Keith Lowe, Savage
Continent: Europe in the Aftermath of World War I, (London: Viking, 2012); Ben Shephard, The Long Road
Home: The Aftermath of the Second World War (London: The Bodley Head, 2010); R. M. Douglas, Orderly and
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Humane, The Expulsion of the Germans after the Second World War (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press,

2012); Alfred-Maurice de Zayas, A Terrible Revenge: The Ethnic Cleansing of the East European Germans (New

York: St. Martin’s Press, 1994).

58. “Report to Office of Military Government Bavaria,” quoted in Victor Sebestyen, 1946: The Making of the
Modern World (New York: Vintage, 2014), loc. 2229. Kindle.

59. Quoted in ibid., loc. 2239. Kindle.

60. Winston Churchill cited in Applebaum, Iron Curtain, 22.

61. Chaim D. Kaufmann, “When All Else Fails: Ethnic Population Transfers and Partitions in the Twentieth
Century,” International Security 23, no. 2 (Fall 1998): 132—-144; Prashant Bharadwaj, Asim Khwaja, and Atif
Mian, “The Big March: Migratory Flows after the Partition of India,” Economic and Political Weekly 43, no. 35

(2008): 39-49.

62. Martin Gilbert, In Ishmael’s House: A History of Jews in Muslim Lands (New Haven, CT: Yale University
Press, 2010).

63. Morris, 1948, 406; see also K. Hill et al., “The Demographic Impact of Partition in the Punjab in 1947,”
Population Studies 62, no. 2 (July 2008): 155-170.
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1. “UNRWA in Figures 2018-2019,” UNRWA website, https://www.unrwa.org/resources/about-
unrwa/unrwa-figures-2018-2019.

2. There is an abundance of Palestinian research on how return will actually be performed. See, for
example, Salman H. Abu-Sitta, “The Feasibility of the Right of Return,” ICJ and CIMEL paper, June
1997; Salman H. Abu-Sitta, “The Implementation of the Right of Return,” Palestine-Israel Journal 15,
no. 4 (2008): 23—-30; “Putting the Right of Return into Practice,” Badil Resource Center,
http://www.badil.org/phocadownloadpap/Badil_docs/publications/tools/practicalities-of-return-en-
brochure.pdf; “Exhibition Explores Implementing Right of Return,” Electronic Intifada,
https://electronicintifada.net/content/exhibition-explores-mplementing-right-
return/10507#.TqZYOHUSzel.facebook.

3. Another oft-quoted model, the Geneva Initiative of 2003, also does not close the door on refugee
return to the state of Israel. It recognizes Resolution 194 as the basis for resolving the refugee issue,
thus effectively recognizing a right of return, while separating the issue of implementation.
Following harsh Palestinian criticism, Jamal Zaqut, one of the Arab framers of the agreement,
stressed that the section on the refugee issue has “a certain ambiguity” and that the document does
not relinquish the right of return. See “The Geneva Accord—A Model Israeli-Palestinian Peace
Agreement,” http://www.geneva-accord.org/mainmenu/english. See also “Increased Palestinian
Adherence to Right of Return Following the Geneva Initiative,” MEMRI Special Dispatch no. 634,
December 26, 2003.
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4. “Televised address given by Willy Brandt (7 December 1970),” Press and Information Office of the
Federal Government, https://www.cvce.eu/content/publication/2002/5/22/01e80eb8-8929-4bc2-
aa07 -83c18e010c0c/publishable_en.pdf.

5. For a comprehensive legal analysis, see Kent, “Evaluating the Palestinians’ Claimed Right of
Return,” 149-275.

6. lbid. 179.0e duaell judl

7. “Convention and Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees,” UNHCR website,
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/3b66c2aal0.

8. Kent, “Evaluating the Palestinians’ Claimed Right of Return,” 195.
9. lbid., 178. ye uasll juis
10. lbid., 198. Jo yhuasll Huis

11. Universal Declaration of Human Rights, General Assembly Resolution 217 (ll1), A/RES/217(Ill),
December 10, 1948.

12. Kent, “Evaluating the Palestinians’ Claimed Right of Return,” 196, 209-210.
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13. Security Council Resolution 2334 (2016) from December 23, 2016, S/RES/2334 (2016),
https://www.un.org/webcast/pdfs/SRES2334-2016.pdf.

14. Gershon Baskin, In Pursuit of Peace in Israel and Palestine (Nashville, TN: Vanderbilt University
Press, 2017), 266—270.

15. “The Palestinian Refugees,” PLO Presentation from August 2009, Palestine Papers,
http://transparency.aljazeera.net/files/4758.pdf.

16. “Palestine Refugees,” UNRWA website, https://www.unrwa.org/palestine-refugees.

17. Mohamed Hadid, the billionaire real estate developer in Los Angeles and father of supermodels
Gigi and Bella Hadid, posted on Instagram on December 20, 2015, (Instagram handle Mohamed
Hadid) a picture of his family, in which he is about eighteen months old, and which served for their
Palestinian refugee card. See also “Mohamed Hadid Calls Trump’s Jerusalem Move ‘Saddest Day’ of
His Life,” Huffington Post, December 6, 2017, https://www.huffpost.com/entry/mohamed-hadid -
jerusalem-trump_n_5a284a36e4b03ece02ffc3da.
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18. “Palestine Refugees,” UNRWA website, https://www.unrwa.org/palestine-refugees.

19. “Procedural Standards for Refugee Status Determination under UN- HCR’s Mandate,”
https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/577e17944.pdf; see also “Legal and Protection Policy Research
Series: The ‘Essential Right’ to Family Unity of Refugees and Others in Need of International
Protection in the Context of Family Reunification,” https://www.unhcr.org/5a8c413a7.pdf.

20. “Convention and Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees,” Geneva, July 28, 1951, as
amended by the Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees, New York, January 31, 1967, art 1C(3),
https://www.unhcr.org /3b66c2aal0.

21. Age A. Tiltnes and Huafeng Zhang, “Progress, Challenges, Diversity: Insights Into the Socio-
economic Conditions of Palestinian Refugees in Jordan,” Fafo report, 2013, no. 42,
https://www.unrwa.org/sites/default/files/insights_into_the_socio-

economic_conditions_of palestinian_refugees_in_jordan.pdf.

22. “Convention and Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees,” Geneva, July 28, 1951, as
amended by the Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees, New York, January 31, 1967, art 1A(2),
https://www.unhcr.org/3b66c2aal0; UNHCR, Cessation of Refugee protection,
https://www.unhcr.org/419dbce54.pdf.

23. “UNRWA in Figures 2018-2019,” UNRWA website, https://www.unrwa.org/resources/about-
unrwa/unrwa-figures-2018-2019.

24. Gideon Levy, “A Stuttering Response to a Palestinian Refugee,” Haaretz, February 4, 2018.

25. “UNRWA in Figures 2018-2019,” UNRWA website, https://www.unrwa.org/resources/about-
unrwa/unrwa-figures-2018-2019.

26. Elise Harris, “Schedule for Pope’s Holy Land Visit Released,” Catholic News Agency, March 27,
2014.
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Data,” Haaretz, December 25, 2017.

28. “Figures at a Glance,” UNHCR website, https://www.unhcr.org/figures-at-a-glance.
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17, 2018, https://www.thelocal.ch/20180517 /un-palestinian-refugee-agency-part-of-the-problem-
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30. “Solutions,” UNHCR website, https://www.unhcr.org/solutions.html.

31. “How We Are Funded,” UNRWA website, https://www.unrwa.org/how-you-can-help/how-we-
are-funded.

32. “Donor Charts,” UNRWA website, https://www.unrwa.org/how-you -can-help/government-
partners/funding-trends/donor-charts.

33. Quoted in International Crisis Group, “Bringing Back the Palestinian Refugee Question.” Report
156, October 9, 2014, https://www.crisisgroup.org /middle -east-north-africa /eastern-
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34, “Working at UNRWA,” UNRWA website, https://www.unrwa.org/careers/working-unrwa.

35. “Figures at a Glance,” UNHCR website, https://www.unhcr.org/figures-at-a-glance.
https://www.unhcr.org/figures-at-a-glance.html.
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Independent, January 3, 2018, https://www.independent.co.uk /news/world/americas/us-
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37. Donald Trump, Twitter post, January 2, 2018,
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